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ia EL \tive charges as obstruction of!sas City, Mo., office, did not! 
mate justice or destruction of evi-lreturn a reporter's telephone, | 
where Oswald's wife was Stay-|dence. . call today. But sources said 
ing with a friend. __ Both Agent Hosty and J. Ed-ithat he had conceded to the; 
Despite the threatening lan-'gar Hoover, the late F.B.I. di-ir Bt investigators that he h 4| 
guage it contained, the letter | rector, told the Warren Com-| di c ¥ . 
was said to have evoked no!mission investigation of thei ¢°Stroyed the Oswald letter, al-) - 
extraordinary effort by the Dal-/Kennedy assassination that though on orders from his: 
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mer Marine rifleman, but they| ¢ 
proved unavailing up to the| . 
time Mr, Kennedy was shot and 
killed while riding in a motor- 
cade on # Dallas street. 

Within days of the Kennedy 
assassination, sources said, the 
Oswald letter was removed! : 
from the fileand destroyed. The| ~~; 
chain of events that led to that] © 
destruction are the focus of an; 
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were reported tq have been| «. &\threatening the Dallas police|familiar with the results of a’ 
made to F.B.I. investigators by! e/that was delivered by Lee Har-|recently ordered administrative | 
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sonnel. . Fe el Id letter: 
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The Justice Department and} . a ee, « : a(t 
the bureaw have both declined| : livestigation shortly before the)made no mention of ek — 
all comment on the inquiry or| |. ~|assassination of John F. Ken-|tion to commit a murder or a 
the investigation, But: one] *" ‘%nedy. any animosity toward Mr. . 
source said today that the de-| **  1- : ion, which is|Kennedy. | 
Foe investignyon, The F.B.I.’s efforts to find. 


partment’s Criminal Division _|being conducted by lawyers in 
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“whether trate aie criminal vi-| © - the department's Criminal Divi-|Oswald ae ee 
olations” involved. in the.con-| ° ~ |sion, was said by authoritative| Were Promp y 


terests and were based upon:t 
suspicion aroused because Os-| 
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tradicting statements. , a W\ sources to be focusing on “con- 
other F.B.I. agent "to. give al of at}Present and former F.B.1. agents in the Soviet Union, renounced)8 
false ‘statement ‘knowingly to| .- . |and..officials about their roles\ ne eet chin and ic 
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Word Spreads Afar a sion: to destroy the letter fol-|¢ as * ried to.a Russian;te 
F.B.I. officials were under- aS ee: Fae a ree Se | ia: 
stond today to be distressed| ‘.;,, |murder on Nov. 22, }963., The jeter was delivered by St 
over the letter incident, which} 2. | The letter reportedly con- Dariiants 's Dallas de 
until a few weeks ago had not} ~?°“ Oswald, th Oswald to. the bureau 
S a8 t| —-{,s |tained a threat by. Oswald, the|-. ecole ber, |t! 
been known outside the bureau| ¥ /!* d assassin of the, Presi-|"ield office in early November, | 
and not widely known within} :/°;.. dank 4a tulowe ore tallas 1973, after.a special agent 
gems: Abd HES AP Fi AMI Ina alate ol Oe BO 574) , (there, James P. Hosty Jr., ha 
Clarence’ M.. Kelley, the} “<3 |police station unless the F.B.I.|" 
bureau's ‘director, “ reportedly} ©3..". ° |ceased its efforts to find, and Co 
knew nothing of the matter un-} @<, |, or —_ 
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from a Dallas newspaper earlier| >°"* | “it - 0 MET ae i 9 
this year, about the possibility | 4% " cso se et pe eT Oe ae oma 
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The concern expressed pri- ae rahe 
vately by Mr. Kelley and} 2» . 
others to associates within the} © . 
bureau was said to stem not| : gag thts 
only from the embrassassment| = | falar go 3 RAV Pert eS FO. .- 
to the bureau for not having) | Us :! 3 ane 
taken the Oswald threat. seri- 
ously but also from the pos- 
sibility that the matter -could 
conceivably lead to the first 
criminal indictments of F.B,I.) 
personnel, | 3 

Sources indicated today that’ « 
it was by no means clear that] -: 
such charges would be brought} . 
and pointed out that the five-| © 
vear Federal statute of limita- 
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